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ThKKAREI TICS: IT.S PRINCIPLES AXI) PRACTICE. By IIOHATIO 0. 
Wood, M.P., and Horatio C. Wood, Jr., M.D. Twelfth edi¬ 
tion. Philadelphia and Tendon: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1005. 

The reappearance of this old friend in its successive editions is 
always pleasant, even though this last one is very different, from the 
hook from which many of us studied in former days. The changes 
have been brought about partly by the radical alterations in the new 
Pharmacopeia, and partly by the recognition that a text-book is not 
always a ready book of reference for the practitioner. The associa¬ 
tion of II. C. Wood, Jr., with his father, has doubtless been of help 
in the thorough revision of the work, which places it on a plane as 
high and modern as any book of the day dealing with drug thera¬ 
peutics. 

The authors have retained the old classification of drugs according 
to their physiological actions. The chapters on expectorants and 
disinfectants have been rewritten and a new classification of these 
drugs adopted. There is also a detailed consideration of local anaes¬ 
thesia, including the so-called spinal and neural anaesthesia. Over 
seventy new drugs have been added, making the part of the work 
dealing with materia medica quite as thorough as needful. 

The discussion of the newer drugs, such as aspirin, argyrol, uro- 
tropiu and many others, are satisfying both to the scientist and the 
practitioner. Especially admirable are the sections upon Gelatin as 
a Haemostatic and the Therapeutics of Adrenalin. It may strike one 
as peculiar to see the various serums and extracts of organs classed 
under the alteratives, though in the classification adopted this 
is doubtless their proper place. The chapters upon Cold and Heat 
and Electricity are up to their former high standard, but we miss a 
consideration of Hydrotherapy, Lavage, Hypodermoclysis, Vene¬ 
section, the Nauheim Treatment, and other‘remedial measures not 
medicinal. With these exceptions the work seems complete, as far 
as one which lays especial emphasis upon drugs can be in the 
present age, when, on the one hand, climatic and dietetic treatment is 
claiming so much attention; and, on the other, surgery is becoming 
a more and more intimate co-worker with medicine. However, 
there is much work left for drugs to do, and doubtless we are in dan¬ 
ger of allowing the pendulum to swing too far away from the lights 
of our forefathers. The treatise is intended as a text-book for stu- 
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dents and as a book of reference for practitioners. A great help for 
the former are the new summaries of physiological actions of the 
various drugs. An alphabetical list of diseases with page reference 
to the remedies used in their treatment, is a needed innovation which 
makes the volume of much practical use as a reference book of treat¬ 
ment. A complete and systematic bibliography appended to each 
section adds much to the scientific value of the book. In its type 
and binding the volume closely resembles the previous editions. 

J. 1). S. 


The Diagnosis of Diseases of Women. A Treatise for Stu¬ 
dents and Practitioners. By Palmer Findley, B.S., M.D. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia and New 
York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1905. 

To the many who have known this book in its earlier edition it 
will be only necessary to say that by the inclusion of new material 
it has been brought thoroughly up to date. New chapters have been 
added upon blood and also bacteriological examinations. 

The intent of the volume is to supply the English reader with a 
book which will fill the place of Winter's Gynakologische Diag- 
nostik, by presenting the question of gynecological diagnosis in a 
more complete and detailed manner than is possible in volumes 
devoted to the consideration of gynecology as a wdiole. 

The subject-matter of the work is divided into three parts: the 
first dealing with what the author calls General Diagnosis, and in¬ 
cluding the consideration of the clinical history, the physical exami¬ 
nation, the uses of the various instruments employed in making a 
diagnosis, as the vaginal speculum, the uterine sound, and tenaculum 
forceps; and also chapters upon the Microscopic Examination of 
Scrapings and Excised Pieces, Examination of the Blood, and 
Bacteriological Examinations. The second portion is devoted 
to Special Diagnosis, and consists in a detailed consideration of the 
whole subject of gynecological disease viewed from the standpoint of 
diagnosis. The first chapter is concerned with the diagnosis of 
pregnancy and is in every way complete. It is difficult to pick out 
any particular chapters for the purposes of comment, since the gen¬ 
eral excellence is so marked, but we think that those upon the diag¬ 
nosis of chorioepithelioma malignum, ectopic pregnancy, and diseases 
of the ovary are particularly good. 

The author has enhanced the value of the book and also aided the 
students to grasp the subject by including, to some extent, the 
indications for treatment, as these are explained by the pathology of 
the various processes. 



